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Ein jedes Gut nach seinem Werth su schatsen, 


Brauch’ ich dich nicht su lehren. Aber doch 

Es scheint von Zeit su Zeit bedarf der Weise, 

So sehr wie andre, dass man ihm die Guter. 

Die er besitst, im rechten Lichte seige. GoBTHE. 
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VO THE PUBLIC. 

IT is very remarkable, that in a country like the United States, 
there is but little known concerning Germany. Such is the gene- 
‘al impression, that authentic intelligence, stiowing the merit and 
eondition of the German Nation,,is regarded by many as a pheno- 
menon. ‘The fact is, many persons have formed an idea of Ger- 
many according to the information whieh is derived from France 
and England. This, however, is not a fair standard. Accounts 
obtained in such a manner are apt to undergo deterioration. Yet 
it is of great moment that the truth should be known, and that the 
people of this enterprising country should have access te correct in- | 
telligence from Germany, which has been, and still is, rue LAND 
OF SCIENCE. ‘The country of the Guttenbergs, the Keplers, the 
Cranachs, the Luthers, the Adelungs, the Michaelises, the Wer- 
ners, the Ebelings, and of such a mighty host of great and merito- 
rious characters, has a claimy.on our attention and gratitude.— 
There the mantle of every strious man descends on a worthy 
son. German ingenuity and perseverance, in the cultivation of , 
every branch of science, are proverbial ; and yet, in the United 
States, there has always existed too much indifference to that coun- 
try; where the march of improvement in literature and the arts, is 
rapid and general, and whence have originated some of the greatest 
inventions and discdyeries that ever benefited mankind. 
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But, the Se is happy to observe, that of late, public curiosity 
has heen excited ; and, that the diffusion of correct information 
relative to Germany, is appreciated by. many distinguished gentle- 
men, whose sentiments and opinions are respected by the American 
people. 

It is therefore desirable that some plan should be adopted to in- 
sure a regular supply and an extensive circulation of interesting and 
useful accounts from Germany. In this city something has been 
done towards the attainment of this object ; and the effort has been 
seconded by various publishers of journals, who have never refused 
a place to the communications of the «‘German Intelligencer.” 
The establishment of the Teutonic Lyceum of Literature in New- 
“York is propitious ; and the publication of the Deutsche Freund,* 
should the editor be encouraged to continue the same, may also be- 
come auseful auxiliary. As yet, however, the number of German 
readers is small. Perhaps a work of the kind herewith proposed, 
for the benefit of the English reader, may augment that number. 

The time seems to have arrived, when, it is reasonable to suppose 
that such a publication will meet with ample patronage. In this 
attempt the editor is aided by many learned gentlemen in this 
- eountry and in Germany. 'The intelligence will be derived from 
the most authentic sources, and will embrace the civil, the literary, 
the scientific, and moral state of Germany. Articles which may 
instruct while they amuse; reviews and abstracts of interesting 
works ; notices of important inventions and discoveries ; descriptive 
accounts of improvements in the arts and political economy ; Ger- 
man criticism of American publications, and biographical sketehes 
of eminent men, &e. will.ggme within the scope of the German 

Correspondent. In this way hints will be conveyed which may become 
useful ; communications will be made which may prove to be valuable. 
And, at the present political juncture of the German States, authentic 
information, direct from that quarter,,may be peculiarly acceptable 
to the public. In short, the pages Gijthe German Correspondent, 
while they shall merit the attention of the general reader, will be 
entitled to the notice of the philosopher and the christian, 

Among the sources of national prosperity and greatness, are useful 
knowledge and industry. It will be acknowledged, therefore, that 
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* The ‘German Friend’’—a periodical work, in the Germian language. 
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every plan which has a tendency to diffuse the one and to promoie 
the other, has some claim to the countenance and support of every 
good citizen. Hetce the hope may be indulged, that the public 
will encourage this undertaking. 

In exhibiting the German character, the editor will find it within 
his purview to endeavor to refute the calumnies, with which the 
land of his forefathers is assailed. Yet, while he feels happy in 
being a descendant of German ancestors, he considers it as one of 
the greatest earthly privileges he enjoys—te be a native citizen of 
America. His labors shall ever bear witness to the truth of his 
declaration: America! dear native country, I love thee !—— 
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CONDITIONS. 


1. Tae German Correspondent will be published with a handsome type, on 
large, superfine, royal paper. A number, containing eight or sixteen octavo 
pages, will be issued as often as circumstances will admit. The arrange- 
ment, however, is made for the appearance of several numbers in every month. 


2. The numbers which are issued during one year will constitute a volume, which 
is to be furnished with an elegant title-page and a general index. 


3. Should this work meet with sufficient encouragement, it will be embellished 
with occasional engravings. 


4. The price will be six cents per eight pages, payable on delivery. 


*.* Letters, and unsolicited communications, must be post paid, and directed te 
the care of the publisher, Perzr Scumint, No. 80, Maiden-lane, New-York. 


ee 


THE JEWS. 


The excesses which have been recently committed against the 
Jews in Germany, have natgpally excited considerable sensation in 
this country. Some persons who admitted the various reports 
relative to this subject, to be authentic, without investigating the 
nature of such intelligence, the sourees whenee it proceeded, or the 
channels through which it has been derived, have at once impli- 
cated the character of the German nation, in the late « persecution 
of the Jews.” : 
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It appears to us, that nothing ean be more unwarrantable and 
anti-christian, than the manner in which some have thus attempted 
to traduce the character of Christians in Germany, and to vindi- 
cate the cause of the unfortunate Israelites. An honorable man 
will never commit himself by deciding on a subject, when he is 
ignorant of the premises. And therefore, though we deprecate 
most sincerely, the melancholy oeeurrences which have been so de- 
irimental to the peace of many German Jews, and disgraceful to their 
adversaries, yet we cannot enter into the spirit of those persons who 
would defend the Jews at the expense of a noble nation’s fame. 

No man’s views can be correct, so long as he is swayed by igno- 
rance, or influenced by prejudice : and it will be acknowledged by 
all who are aequainted with the principles and duties of the Gos- 
pel, that no one can deserve the appellation of Christian, if he acts 
unjustly toward any of his fellow-men. 

The history of the Jewish nation is of such a peculiar cast, as to 
awaken the most lively interest in every attentive observer. Their 
ancient condition, and modern experiences, may be regarded as 
most important helps in the study of the human character. There 
is not a state or kingdom in Europe, in which, especially in the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, the Jews have not been more or 
less exposed to oppression and persecution. At different periods, 
they experienced the most unrelenting cruelty in various countries ; 
and thousands were deprived of tranquillity, property and life, in 
France, England, Spain and Germany. Their persecutors were 
never at a loss for pretexts. When none offered of themselves, they 
followed the example of Nero and the inquisition, and made them. 
In 1348 and 1349, pestilential disorders swept away a great portion 
of the inhabitants of France and Germany. The desolation which 
marked the progress of the plague, was attributed by the ignorance 
and fanaticism of the times, to the operation of poison, and the 
power of witchcraft. Yet, it cannot be denied, that many persons 
who pretended to profess the religion of peace and charity, regarded 
that period as a suitable opportunity to vent their hatred against 
the Jews, by charging them as the authors of the direful calamity. 
The accusation was thought the more plausible, because most of 
the physicians, surgeons, and preparers of poisons, were Jews. And 
it is evident, that the hostility which developed itself at that time, 
originated in a great measure from the charasteristie spirit of traf; 























—— see = 








C. el 


fic and usury among the Jews, which, while it rendered them ob- 
noxious, had subjected their opponents to many gross and heavy 
impositions. 

‘The same eause has since operated, and is to this day intolerantly 
advanced as a justification of hostile measures against the Jews in 
general. Add to this, that in Europe, but particularly in Germany, 
they absorb a vast portion of commercial profit, and that many are 
the supporters of a system of trade, which exhibits an unrivalled 
degree of low cunning and abject duplicity. 

It is a deplorable fact, that for a long time, the Jews have been 
debarred from the privileges of Christian citizens. Generations 
afier generations have wielded over them the rod of oppression, and 
various cities have either excluded them, or consigned them to the 
Juden-Gasse. Illustrious instances of Jewish merit have not been 
able to arrest universal attention, or to produce a system of general 
mitigation. It is true, that the reprehensibleness of these proserib- 
ed people is, in a great degree, attributable to the treatment they 
have received at the hands of governments and subjects. Yet, even 
in the darker days of yore, they have not been bereft of all oppor- 
tunity to ascend to a more elevated rank in society ; and the fact, 
that they have been oppressed, is of itself sufficient to account for 
the intoleranee of modern times. Ancient impressions have de- 
scended from father to son. Among the Germans of the present 
day, the prejudices of their ancestors are not all extinet. If the 
treatment which the Jews have experienced, is some palliation of 
their conduct towards Christians, these again will urge the force of 
example, by which they have been influenced, and to which they 
have been habituated from their early days. The exertions which 
have always been made to meliorate the condition of the Jews, were 
weakened by the consideration, that though prohibited from pur- 
suing their business during two days in every week (Sabbath and 
Sunday) they have been exempt from the burdens and duties of 
other citizens. Hence the people in authority have not hesitated 
to put them under sundry restrictions, by way of an apparent equi- 
valent, though in fact the restricted were often the losers. By the 
very adherence to their religious observances, they disqualify them- 
selves from discharging all the requisite duties of other citizens. 
We may condemn the laws of German states, which do not de- 
eidedly admit freedom of conscience ; and we may boast of our own 
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eivil institutions, which guarantee certain unalienable rights, and 
declare that no human cuihority can, in any case whatever, control 
or interfere with the rights of conscience; yet in our own country 
there exists a religious community, whose tenets prohibit its mem- 
bers from discharging military duty ; but the laws make them feel 
that in this respect they cannot be indulged in the free exercise of 
their religious principles. Moreover, we ought to be cautious how 
we speak of the German nation and German antipathies, when it 
is evident that in our Own country, where, to our honor be it said, 
we have divested ourselves of many European prejudices, the Jews 
are not generally regarded with a favorable eye ; and «« Jew” is an 
epithet which is frequently uttered in a tone bordering on contempt. 
Say what you will, prejudices against the Jews exist here, and sub- 
ject them to inconveniences from which other citizens of the United 
States are exempt. 

Of late years, the efforts which have been made in Germany to 
enfranchise and enlighten the descendants of Abraham, have 
been conducted with a noble energy, and in the true spirit of Chris- 
tian toleration. Probably there is no country, in which the oppressed 
Jews have more enlightened and abler friends, than in Germany, 
In various German States, the Jews enjoy the rights and immunities 
of Christian citizens, without forsaking their religion. Their lite- 
rary men are on terms of friendship with Christian literati. In some 
. places they have made great progress in intellectual cultivation. In 
Hamburg, the Rev. Dr. Kuey, a very intelligent Jew, presides 
over a numerous and respectable congregation, who use a German 
liturgy and hymn-book in their synagogue ; and, from the lips of 
their indefatigable Rabbi, they hear discourses which cannot fail to 
interest and to edify. Indeed, such is the improved state of many 
Jews in Germany, that they are emphatically denominated the Re- 
formed Professors of the Jewish Faith. The German Diet has ta- 
ken the state of the Jews into special consideration, though it has 
not yet been attended with all the desired effeets. It has, however, 
called into action a great number of minds and pens. This was the 
case in 1812, when the king of Prussia granted the naturalization 
of the Israelites, The pro and con aided their cause. It would 
be an easy matter to cite a number of eminent names and able pub- 
lications, as proofs of the assertion, that a weighty and influential 
portion of the German nation is in fayor of Jewish improvement 











ee ieetetmeenenten Le 





. 2 a 


and emancipation, and assiduous in promoting the welfare of the 
degraded Israelites. 

The spirit of animosity, which was visible previous to the late 
«¢ persecution,” had been elicited by the powerful influence in favor 
of the Jews, and by the suggestion of various plans for their promo- 
tion in the scale of society. A main feature of the proposed system 
is, to encourage them to become mechanics and husbandmen, and 
to forsake their present characteristic petty pursuits. But it is re- 
markable, that the united efforts of enlightened Jews and Christians 
have not been able, as yet, to overcome the devotion of the great 
mass to niggardly traffic. Until that is abandoned, the Jews will 
remain a degraded people. 

Amid the most flattering prospects, however, the friend of hu- 
manity is grieved by acts of open violence, and evidences of a cruel 
spirit among some of the populace. The remote and immediate 
causes have been pointed out. And it must not be overlooked, that 
at present, the public mind in Germany is in a state of fermenta- 
tion! In such cases, the vulgar and passionate are riper for excess 
than at any other period. A trivial circumstance may often, in its 
consequences, involve the peace, and the very existence of a commu- 
nity. We venture to advance the commencement of «the Jewish 
persecution,” as an argument to prove that those persons, who as- 
cribe it to the whole German nation, act most unjustly. The first 
outrages committed against the Jews, took place at Wirzburg, in 
Bavaria. What are the circumstances? Professor BeEnr, member 
of the Bavarian states or assembly, returned to Wurzburg on the 
second of last August. Several professors of the university met 
him on the way, in order to welcome and conduct him to the city. 
Among them was Professor BRENDEL, who had recently published 
a workin favor of the Jews. Several boys in the street insulted 
him with the ery—*« Hepp, hepp, Jud’verreck !” ‘This eaused some 
commotion ; and before long the mob broke the windows of a Jewish 
merchant, and scattered his goods in the street. Other Jews met 
with like vielence. Tranquillity could not be immediately restored, 
On the following day a young man, named Conrad, was shot by a 
police officer who was engaged in resisting the rabble. Some of the 
citizens now, in vain, demanded that the Jews should be banished 
from the city, and the police officer should be arrested. ‘The magis- 
trates and the military used energetic measures to subdue the enraged 
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populace ; and shortly after, a shoe-maker shot a soldier who was iu 
the act of passing his door with a patrol. The poor Jews, among 
whom no lives were lost, had in the mean time withdrawn from the 
city. The magistrates continued to exert themselves in quelling 
the riots, and the students protected their Jewish fellow-students. 
The king approved of the measures which had been taken; and, in 
his name, the magistrates issued a very spirited proclamation, in 
whieh they solemnly declare, that but few regular citizens had any 
participation in the late exeesses. In fact, many Christians, who 
had sheltered their Jewish fellow-citizens, suffered severely before 
the mob could be dispérsed. Throughout Germany, this perse- 
cuting spirit has been most indignantly deprecated. 

In a future number we shall give an aceount of « the persecution” 
in other cities. ; 

It is acknowledged then, that the Jews have been mal-treated by 
unworthy members of society. But even as it cannot be said of 
every Jew, that he is « an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no 
guile!’ so also there are many nominal Christians, whose works 
do not testify of the true faith. ** If any man have not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of his.” 

On the whole, if it is just to accuse the German nation of perse- 
cuting the Jews, it is equally reasonable to allege, that the collee- 
tive inhabitants of the United States are guilty of all the outrages 
whieh the mobs have ever perpetrated .in our cities. The tremen- 
dous voice, which in’ every part of our country, is raised against 
the extension of slavery, must be considered as nothing ; and the 
fact that some of our fellow citizens (and they confessedly not the 
obscure and unintelligent) are laboring to entail a curse on Mis- 
souRI, must be regarded as a deplorable trait in the character of 
the free and enlightened people of Republican America. 
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T ALLMADGE’S Speech on Slavery, has been translated into German, by Dr. 
Bran; and Scuaerrer’s Sermon on the Reformation, and his account of the 
solemnization of the Third Centurial Jubilee in New-York, has been translated 
by Hartwig Von Hundt-Radonsky. These publications are accompanied by in- 
troductory remarks of the learned translators, and have had an extensive circula- 
tion in Germany. Much curiosity has been excited there, on the necessity of a 
speech like that of Mr. Tallmadge, in a country which boasts of rational liberty, 
and declares all men to be born free and equal. 

A translation of Bristep’s Resources of America, has: been published at Wei- 
mar, and is read with great avidity. Most of the German Journals present extracts 
* from the work, accompanied by remarks ; many of which, however, are founded 
on the mistaken supposition that our fellow citizen Bristed is amative American, 

















